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DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY 
changed lives - Changing lives 

———————————————————————- 
 

St. Laurence Parish Church Hawkhurst,  Parish Eucharist 
Service.  The Service is also relayed through Zoom 

20th. September 2020  - The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Please ensure that you are all wearing your face masks. Thank 
you. 

——————————————————————— 
As we gather and prepare to join in worship together, music is 
played on the organ. 

 
Welcome 
  
In the Name of God: Father, Son and the Holy Spirit .   Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you  
And also with you 

 
Collect for Purity 
 
Almighty God to whom all hearts are open all desires known and 
from whom no secrets are hid cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you 
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and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   
Amen 
 
Penitence 
 
In silence let us call to mind our sins against God, others and our-
selves..  We confess together: 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father in penitence we confess 
that we have sinned against you through our own fault in 
thought, word, and deed and in what we have left undone.  For 
the sake of your Son, Christ our Lord forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory 
of your Name. 
 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, and 
restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Gloria 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we wor-
ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day  
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God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church 
in the burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be fer-
vent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they 
may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Prayer before receiving the Word of God — Before we read, we 
pray together 

 
Eternal God, in the reading of the Scriptures, may your Word 
be heard; 
In the meditations of our hearts, may your Word be known; 
and  
In the faithfulness of our lives, may your Word be shown.  
Amen. 
 
First Reading - Philippians 1:21-30 read by Anne Wheelhouse  
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to 
go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. 
Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between 
the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better 
by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the 
body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 
26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in 
Christ Jesus will abound on account of me 27 Whatever hap-
pens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about 
you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one 
Spirit,[a] striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 
without being frightened in any way by those who oppose 
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you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that 
you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted 
to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also 
to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same 
struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Responsorial Psalm from Psalm 145 
R.  The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
Every day will I bless you, 
and I will praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 
his greatness is unsearchable. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The LORD is good to all 
and compassionate toward all his works. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
The LORD is just in all his ways 
and holy in all his works. 
The LORD is near to all who call upon him, 
to all who call upon him in truth. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 
Gospel  - Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Alleluia Alleluia 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom and cured every dis-
ease among the people. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
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The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed 
to pay them a denarius[a] for the day and sent them into his vine-
yard. 
 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing 
in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and 
work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they 
went. 
 
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon 
and did the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out 
and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have 
you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his fore-
man, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with 
the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came 
and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were 
hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them 
also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to 
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grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last 
worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal 
to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the 
day.’ 
 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, 
friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay 
and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I 
gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own 
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ   
                
The Reflection 
 
The Creed   -  said together 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe 
in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-
gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suf-
fered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
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have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come.    Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the Church - led by  Andrea Higgins 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for those whose influence has 
led us to come to worship here this morning. We remember 
family members, Sunday School teachers, church leaders, 
friends and colleagues who have encouraged us to follow in 
the Christian way. We give thanks for the fellowship which we 
find in this church which supports us as we seek to put our 
faith into practice in our daily lives. Strengthen us, Lord, in 
your service, so that we, in our turn, may be an encourage-
ment to others.  
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, we pray for our own church. Keep before us 
the vision of church communities where people of different 
church backgrounds will work and worship together harmo-
niously and where those who seek to know more about the 
Christian faith will find a welcome. Give us a clear understand-
ing of the work you have set before us and a fresh commit-
ment to your service in the coming year.  
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer 
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Heavenly Father, we thank you Lord, that in a world where 
many disagreements exist between men and nations, your 
gospel comes to break down the barriers that divide, bringing 
friendship that extends across all boundaries because of our 
common faith in Jesus Christ. 
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, we pray today for your church in other coun-
tries:  in countries where governments are hostile to Christi-
anity give your people courage and endurance in the face of 
opposition; in nations where other religions hold sway give 
your people wisdom, patience and love. 
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the new insights into the 
meaning of the gospel that are coming from many parts of the 
world.  Make us more ready to listen to what your people in 
other parts of the world have to say to us, and help us all to 
share and work together for the unity of all and the coming of 
your kingdom. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer   
 
Hear our prayer, Lord for the children and young people of our 
church, and for those who are beginning to sense the wonder 
and mystery of life. They are part of this church family which 
you have brought together in fellowship and care.  We pray 
for understanding and wisdom in our worship and life to-
gether, so that all we do may lead our children into a fuller and 
richer understanding of your love and purpose.  Help us to 
respond to their needs and to offer them our time and our ex-
perience with true sincerity and love. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer    
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Hear our prayer Lord for those who are old.  Our thoughts are 
especially with those who have become frail and weak; those 
whose eyesight is failing; those who find it difficult to hear.  
We think of the lonely, with many memories and few friends 
to fill the long hours of the day; those who must have things 
done for them, when they wish so much they could still do 
them for themselves; those who are house-bound, or living in 
hospitals or homes. 
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those who care for them and we pray that we our-
selves may never neglect any opportunity to offer friendship 
and help.  Teach us to be watchful for their needs and patient 
with their frailty, loving and serving them as honoured mem-
bers of your family. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 
 
Hear our prayer, Lord, for people who are ill, in hospitals, at 
home, or wherever they may be.  Give them courage, hope and 
peace, and the knowledge that you are present in their weak-
ness, pain and suffering.  May the skills and knowledge of 
those who care for the sick be fully used to help and to heal. 
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer 
 
Hear our prayer Lord for those whose hearts have been sad-
dened by the death of someone close and dear to them.  Give 
to them the strong comfort which no one else can give, and 
let them know the comforting power of the resurrection of Je-
sus. 
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer 
  
Jesus Christ is the light of the World, a light which no dark-
ness can quench.  We remember before God those who have 
died and light candles to symbolise the light of Christ which 
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eternally shines and brings hope.  We remember today You 
turn our darkness into light in your light shall we see light 
 
Silence is kept 
 
Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
The Peace     
Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God. 
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 
 
Whilst the altar is being prepared, music is played on the organ. 
                                                                                                  
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your good-
ness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and 
human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
      
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your good-
ness we have this wine to offer , fruit of the vine and work of 
human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
 
Blessed be God for ever. 
                                                                                                             
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord be with you  
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And also with you 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give thanks and praise 
 
The Vicar leads us in the proper preface for today, after which the 
congregation joins in saying together: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Vicar continues with the rest of the Eucharistic Prayer ending 
with the words: 
  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, Almighty Father, for ever and 
ever.  
Amen 
 
 
As Christ has taught us we are bold to say: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 
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thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. 
Amen. 

 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.    
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace. 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share 
in one bread. 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, 
and I shall be healed. 
 
A Prayer for those joining us on Zoom who are making their 
Spiritual Communion 
 
Lord Jesus, may we, who cannot now physically receive your 
sacrament, receive you more fully in our heart, mind and soul. Help 
us unite ourselves to you in spirit, so that we may be drawn closer 
to those from whom we are isolated in body. Through sharing your 
life given up in death for us all, may we grow together in love into 
a richer and more profound communion of life.  Amen. 
 
During the giving of communion organ music will be played 
 
Post - Communion Prayers 
 
Give thanks to the Lord for God is gracious  
God’s mercy endures for ever. 
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Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, 
because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, keep 
us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all 
things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Father almighty we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Send us out into the world in the 
power of the Holy Spirit to live and work to your praise and 
glory. Amen 

 
The Blessing 
 
The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself; the power of the 
Lord Jesus 
strengthen you in his service; the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your 
hearts; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
The organ is played as we end our time of worship together.  
————————————————————————————— 

 
 

THOSE RECENTLY DEPARTED  
 
 
THOSE WHOSE YEAR’S MIND OCCURS AT THIS TIME: 
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Details for the Zoom Service if you wish to follow on Zoom 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82267268110?pwd=TEdLeUxsWVVy
WmpOcDhoclF4YUV0dz09 
 
Meeting ID: 822 6726 8110 
Passcode: 096045 
 
————————————————————————————— 
 
 
 
 
 
AT YOUR SERVICE 
 
Vicar:   Fr. Rodney Dreyer   01580 7744559 
 
Churchwardens:   
 
Alison Jones     01580 755705 
Liz Hatcher     01580 712099 
 
Organists: 
 
Dr. Charlotte O’ Neill   01580 753817 
    
Mr. Richard O’ Neill    01580 753817  
 


