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ST. LAURENCE CHURCH 
THE PARISH EUCHARIST  

CELEBRATED IN CELTIC STYLE 
THE 16TH. SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

27TH. SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
Welcome to St Laurence, whether you regu-
larly worship here or are here for the first 
time.  If you have children, they are wel-
come to use the area at the back of the 

church under Parental supervision 
There are toilet facilities at the back of the 

church 
 
 
WELCOME / THE GATHERING 
 
Gather us in, the lost and the lonely, 
the broken and breaking, the tired and 
aching, who long for the nourishment 
found at your feast.  
Gather us in  
 

The done and the doubting, the wish-
ing and wondering, the puzzled and 
pondering, who long for your com-
pany, found at your feast. 
Gather us in  
 

The proud and pretentious the sure 
and superior the never inferior who 
long for the levelling found at your 
feast 
Gather us in 
 

The bright and the bustling, the stir-
rers, the shakers, the kind laughter 
makers who long for the deeper joys 
found at your feast  
Gather us in  
 

From corner or limelight, from man-
sion or campsite, from fears and ob-
session, from tears and depression, 
from untold excesses, from treasured 
successes; to meet, to eat, to be given 
a seat; be joined to the vine; be of-
fered new wine; become like the least; 
be found at the feast  
Gather us in!  
 
CONFESSION 
 
Create a clean heart within me, O 
God, so that it may become your 
chosen shelter and the resting place 
of the Holy Spirit.  I take the cross 
upon me, over the tablet of my 
heart, and I beseech the living God 
of the universe, may the light of 
lights come to my dark hard heart 
so that I may live in the power of 
your love.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who 
truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT 
Let us pray: 
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O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to 
hear the prayers of your people who 
call upon you; and grant that they may 
both perceive and know what things 
they ought to do,and also may have 
grace and power faithfully to fulfil 
them; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Please stand 
 
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 
Matthew 21:23-32 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven, 
says the Lord.  Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever.     John 6:51 
 

Amen!  Alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, 
and, while he was teaching, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people 
came to him. “By what authority are 
you doing these things?” they asked. 
“And who gave you this authority?” 
 

24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you 
one question. If you answer me, I will 
tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 25 John’s baptism—
where did it come from? Was it from 
heaven, or of human origin?” 
 
They discussed it among themselves 
and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 
he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you be-
lieve him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin’—we are afraid of the 
people, for they all hold that John was 
a prophet.” 
 
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t 
know.” Then he said, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 28 “What do you think? 
There was a man who had two sons. 
He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work today in the vineyard.’ 
 
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later 
he changed his mind and went. 
 
30 “Then the father went to the other 
son and said the same thing. He an-
swered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 “Which of the two did what his fa-
ther wanted?” “The first,” they an-
swered. 
 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are entering the kingdom of God 
ahead of you. 32 For John came to 
you to show you the way of righteous-
ness, and you did not believe him, but 
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the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
did. And even after you saw this, you 
did not repent and believe him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
ADDRESS 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We stand to say: 
 
There is no other God, there never 
was and there never will be, than 
God the Father, unbegotten and 
without beginning, the Lord of the 
universe, as we have been taught. 
And His son Jesus Christ, whom we 
declare to have always been with 
the Father in a way that baffles de-
scription.  He was made man, de-
feated death and received into 
heaven by the Father and given 
power over all names, in heaven, on 
earth and under the earth.   
We believe in Him and look for His 
coming soon as a judge of all, treat-
ing everyone according to their faith 
and deeds.  
He has poured out His Spirit on us 
in abundance, the gift and guaran-
tee of eternal life.   
We acknowledge and adore Him as 
one God in the Trinity of the Holy 
Name.  Amen. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
Prayers led by Sandra Dreyer 
Please sit/kneel 

 
Everlasting God, you do everything 
possible for our spiritual growth 
and well-being, but yet we so often 
choose the path of hostility and re-
jection. 
 
Let us pray trustfully to the God 
who has loved us into being and 
cherished us all our lives. 
 
(Short Silence) 
 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 
Almighty God,  we pray for your 
Church; for Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons; for Readers and Lay Min-
isters; for Churchwardens and 
PCC’s; that they will know how to 
strike the right balance between 
their work and family lives. We 
pray that You will give them cour-
age when they need it, and will 
teach them to lead with understand-
ing, always reflecting the love of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
(Short Silence) 
 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 
Creator God, refugees continue to 
flee from crisis throughout the 
world, and over half of them are 
children. Lord God we pray for all 
those who have willingly invested 
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their time and energy in serving the 
most vulnerable in the world, that 
they will find opportunities to rest, 
and will be strengthened for their 
work.  We also remember aid work-
ers throughout the rest of the world 
working in places and situations 
that are no longer newsworthy; give 
them the encouragement to con-
tinue their invaluable contribution 
of love and care for those people re-
building their lives after man-made 
or natural disasters. 
 
(Short Silence) 
 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 
Father God, we pray for all those 
working on the land, in vineyards 
and olive groves, those producing 
citrus fruit, almonds and walnuts.  
Help them in their labours espe-
cially in these times of climate 
change and enable them all to get a 
fair price for the tremendously hard 
work they undertake.  We pray also 
for the world’s supermarket chains 
asking that they put the welfare of 
the farming community before mas-
sive profit achieved through exploi-
tation. 
 
(Short Silence) 
 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Loving God, we pray for abundant 
life for anyone we know who has re-
cently been given bad news about 
their health or the health of a loved-
one.  We pray those affected by 
Coronavirus. Lord, help us know 
what to say and when to speak. May 
we always be ready to give practical 
help whenever we can and to ensure 
that those on their own are able to 
manage and cope with the day to 
day life. 
 
(Short Silence) 
 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 
Merciful God, when death separates 
from us those we love and we find it 
hard to live without them, take from 
us all bitterness and resentment and 
help us to remember that death has 
no power at all over the peace you 
give and the love we shared with the 
departed goes beyond the grave. 
 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 
Holy God, as we prepare for the 
week to come, help us to know 
Christ and the power of his resur-
rection day by day and in the shar-
ing of his sufferings to become more 
like him in his death. 
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Merciful Father: accept these pray-
ers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
So, in the presence of the Bread of 
Life who refused food for himself in 
order to nourish others, we deepen our 
devotion by praying His words:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hal-
lowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come;  thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.    
Amen. 
                                                        
The bread and wine are placed on the 
altar.  
 
Please sit 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
Heaven is here, and earth and the 
space between them is thin.  Distance 
may divide, but Christ’s promise 
unites those bounded by time, those 
blessed by eternity.  
Let heaven be glad;  
Let the whole earth cry GLORY!  

 
Heaven is here, and earth, and the 
Church above and below is one.  Peter 
is here, and Paul, Martha and all the 
Mary’s, the saints from far back and 
those who left us not long ago.  And 
only sight prevents us from seeing 
them, one with us on the other side.  
Let heaven be glad  
Let the whole earth cry GLORY! 
 
Heaven is here, and earth, and the God 
who made them is present.  The lamb, 
glorious on the throne, sits beside us; 
the Spirit of God, the Dove makes her 
resting place among us. 
God inhales the breath of our prayers 
and spreads a table for our satisfac-
tion. 
Let heaven be glad.  
Let the whole earth cry GLORY!  
 
Blessing and honour and glory and 
power be to our God for ever and 
ever.  
Amen! 
 
Please stand 
 
THE INVITATION 
 
He was always the guest.  In the 
homes of Peter and Jairus, Martha and 
Mary, Joanna and Susanna.  At the 
meal tables of the wealthy where he 
pleaded the case of the poor, he was 
always the guest.  Upsetting polite 
company, befriending isolated people; 
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welcoming the stranger, he was al-
ways the guest. 
But here, at this table, He is the host. 
Those who wish to serve Him must 
first be served by Him, those who 
wish to follow Him, must first be fed 
by Him, those who would wash His 
feet, must first let Him make them 
clean. 
For this is the table where God intends 
us to be nourished.   
This is the time when God can make 
us new. 
So come, you who hunger and thirst 
for a deeper faith, a better life, a fairer 
world. Jesus Christ who has sat at our 
tables, now invites us to be guests at 
His. 
 
THE STORY 
 
What we do here, we do in imitation 
of what Christ first did. To his follow-
ers in every age, Jesus gave an exam-
ple and command rooted in the experi-
ence he shared with his disciples in an 
upstairs room in Jerusalem.  
On the night when he was betrayed, as 
they were sitting at a meal, Jesus took 
a piece of bread and broke it, he gave 
it to the disciples saying ‘This is my 
body.  It is broken for you.  Do this to 
remember me.’  
Later after they had eaten, he took a 
cup of wine and said ‘This cup is the 
new relationship with God made pos-
sible because of my death.  Drink this 
all of you, to remember me.’ 

So now, we do as Jesus did. We take 
this bread and this wine, the produce 
of the earth and fruit of human labour. 
In these Jesus has promised to be pre-
sent; through these, Christ can make 
us whole.  
 
All that I am, all that I do, 
all that I’ll ever have, I offer now to 
you. 
Take and sanctify these gifts 
for your honour, Lord. 
Knowing that I love and serve you 
is enough reward. 
All that I am, all that I do, 
all that I’ll ever have I offer now to 
you. 
 
Please sit/kneel 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts  
We lift them to the Lord  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God  
It is right to give our thanks and 
praise 
 
It is indeed right for you made us, and 
before you made us you made the 
world we inhabit, and before the 
world you made the eternal home in 
which, through Christ we have a 
place.  
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All that is spectacular, all that is plain 
have their origin in you; all that is 
lovely, all who are loving point to you 
as their fulfilment. And grateful as we 
are for the world we know and the 
universe beyond our ken, we particu-
larly praise you, whom eternity cannot 
contain, for coming to earth and enter-
ing time in Jesus. 
For his life which informs our living, 
for his compassion which changes our 
hearts, for his clear speaking which 
contradicts our harmless generalities, 
for his disturbing presence, his inno-
cent suffering, his fearless dying, his 
rising to life breathing forgiveness, we 
praise you and worship him.  
Here too our gratitude rises for the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, who even 
yet, even now, confronts us with your 
claims and attracts us to your good-
ness. Therefore we gladly join our 
voices to the song of the Church on 
earth and in heaven: 
 
Holy, holy, holy, holy. 
Holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
And we lift our hearts before you as 
a token of our love: 
holy, holy, holy, holy. 
 
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
come and fill our hearts anew, Holy 
Spirit. 
And we lift our voice before you as 
a token of our love, 
Holy spirit, Holy Spirit. 
  

And now, lest we believe that our 
praise alone fulfils your purpose, we 
fall silent and remember him who 
came because words weren’t enough. 
Setting our wisdom, our will, our 
words aside, emptying our hearts and 
bringing nothing in our hands, we 
yearn for the healing, the holding, the 
accepting, the forgiving which Christ 
alone can offer... 
Merciful God, send now in kindness, 
your Holy Spirit to settle on this bread 
and wine and fill them with the full-
ness of Jesus. 
And let that same Spirit rest on us, 
converting us from the patterns of this 
passing world, until we conform to the 
shape of Him whose food we now 
share.   Amen. 
  
Among friends, gathered round a ta-
ble, Jesus took bread and  broke it, 
and said, ‘This is my body—broken 
for you’. 
Later he took a cup of wine and said 
‘This is the new relationship with God 
made possible because of my death.  
Take it, all of you, to remember me.’ 
He whom the universe could not con-
tain, is present to us in this bread. 
He who redeemed us and called us by 
name now meets us in this cup. 
So take this bread and this wine.    
In them God comes to us so that we 
may come to God. 
 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
hallelujah, hallelujah, 



 

8 

And we lift our hearts before you as 
a token of our love, 
hallelujah, hallelujah. 
 
A Prayer for those joining us on 
Zoom who are making their 
Spiritual Communion 
 
Lord Jesus, may we, who cannot now 
physically receive your sacrament, 
receive you more fully in our heart, 
mind and soul. Help us unite 
ourselves to you in spirit, so that we 
may be drawn closer to those from 
whom we are isolated in body. 
Through sharing your life given up 
in death for us all, may we grow 
together in love into a richer and 
more profound communion of life.  
Amen. 
 
 
THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 
If you are a communicant member of 
another church you are welcome to 
share with us in the Blessed Sacra-
ment of the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ, (please indicate if you require 
a gluten free wafer.)   
 
The Priest  delivers the consecrated 
bread and saying: 
The Body of Christ. 
The communicant may reply Amen 
and then receive.  We reply as an act 
of faith. 

 
For a Personal Blessing and/or a Spe-
cial Prayer only, please also go to the 
High Altar Rail. 
 
POST COMMUNION COLLECT  
 
ALMIGHTY GOD, YOU HAVE TAUGHT US 

THROUGH YOUR SON THAT LOVE IS THE 

FULFILLING OF THE LAW: GRANT THAT WE 

MAY LOVE YOU WITH OUR WHOLE HEART 
 AND OUR NEIGHBOURS AS OURSELVES; 
 THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. 
 
After the sharing of the bread please 
stand for the Peace 
 
THE PEACE  
 

Christ who has nourished us, is our 
peace. 
Strangers and friends, male and fe-
male, old and young. 
He has broken down the barriers to 
bind us to him and to each other. 
Having tasted His goodness, let us 
share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with 
you. 
And also with you. 
  
The Peace is shared. 
  
In gratitude, in deep gratitude for 
this moment, this meal, these peo-
ple, we give ourselves to  you. 
Take us out to live as changed peo-
ple because we have shared the Liv-
ing Bread and cannot remain the 
same. 



 

9 

Ask much of us, expect much from 
us, enable much by us and encour-
age many by us. 
So Lord may we live to your glory, 
both as inhabitants of earth and cit-
izens of the commonwealth of 
heaven.    Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

On our heads and our homes 
The blessing of God 
 
In our coming and going 
The Peace of God 
 In our life and believing 
The Love of God 
  
Be with us all 
Today until the end of time.  Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
  
Please sit for the Notices  
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 

Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

May the divine assistance remain with 
us always. 
And with all our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. 
 

May the souls of the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. And rise in glory.  Amen.  
 
 

_______________________________ 
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Intercessions 
 
We pray for Elizabeth our Queen and 
all members of the royal family. 
 
We pray for all the schools in 
Hawkhurst, particularly for 
Hawkhurst’s C of E Primary School, 
for the head teacher Jodi Hacker, the 
staff, the pupils, the volunteers, and 
the governors. 
 
Pray for the PCC  
 
We pray for the sick, and  those un-
named living in the village and for 
those known to You (Lord) in the si-
lence of our hearts 

 
Those recently departed 

 
Those whose year’s mind occurs at 

this time: 
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