
 

 

 
St. Laurence Parish 

Church, Hawkhurst in 
the Diocese of 

Canterbury 
The Last Sunday after 
Trinity (Bible Sunday)  

- 23.10.2022 
 

The Sidesmen today are Gwen 
Brown and Pauline Thorn 

 

We are using the Virtual Organ in 
our worship this morning.   

Thank you to Rachael Ringer for 
looking after this 

 

The Zoom details or this service 
are: 

 
Meeting ID: 457 244 0784 

Passcode: 5i1UCa 
 
 
As we gather and prepare to join 
in worship, music is played on the 
organ. 

 

Welcome  
 

Entrance Hymn: 
The God of Abraham praise, 
who reigns enthroned above, 
Ancient of everlasting days, 
and God of love: 

Jehovah, great I AM, 
by earth and heav’n confessed 
we bow and bless the sacred 
name 
for ever blest. 
 

The God of Abraham praise, 
at whose supreme command 
from earth we rise, and seek the 
joys 
at his right hand: 
we all on earth forsake, 
its wisdom, fame, and pow’r; 
and him our only portion make, 
our shield and tow’r. 
 

The God of Abraham praise, 
whose all sufficient grace 
shall guide us all our happy days, 
in all our ways. 
he is our faithful friend; 
he is our gracious God; 
and he will save us to the end, 
through Jesus’ blood. 
 

He by himself has sworn- 
we on his oath depend 
we shall, on eagles’ wings 
upborne, 
to heav’n ascend: 
we shall behold his face, 
we shall his power adore, 
and sing the wonders of his grace 
for evermore. 
 

The whole triumphant host 
give thanks to God on high; 



 

 

‘Hail, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost!’ 
they ever cry: 
Hail! Abraham’s God, and ours! 
We join the heav’nly throng, 
and celebrate with all our pow’rs, 
in endless song. 
 

In the Name of God: Father, Son 
and the Holy Spirit .   Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you 
 

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God to whom all 
hearts are open all desires 
known and from whom no 
secrets are hid cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
Penitence 
Seek the Lord while he may be 
found, 
Call upon him while he is near. 
 

Let the wicked abandon their 
ways 
And the unrighteous their 
thoughts. 
 

Turn back to the Lord, who will 
have mercy; 

To our God who will richly 
pardon. 
 

A time of silence and self-
examination is kept. 
 

Lord God, we have sinned 
against you; we have done evil 
in your sight. We are sorry and 
repent. Have mercy on us 
according to your love. Wash 
away our wrongdoing and 
cleanse us from our sin. Renew 
a right spirit within us and 
restore us to the joy of your 
salvation, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, and 
restore us in his image to the 
praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

We sing: 
 
Gloria in Excelsis     
Glory to God, Glory to God, 
Glory to God in the highest. 
 

Glory to God in the highest 
And peace to his people on 
earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you 
thanks, 



 

 

we praise you for your glory. 
Glory to God ….. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of 
the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the 
world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
Glory to God ….. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God ….. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our 
learning: help us so to hear them, 
to read, mark, learn and inwardly 
digest them that, through 
patience, and the comfort of your 
holy word, we may embrace and 
for ever hold fast the hope of 
everlasting life, which you have 
given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Prayer before receiving the Word 
of God — Before we read, we 
pray together 
Eternal God, in the reading of 
the Scriptures, may your Word 
be heard; 
In the meditations of our 
hearts, may your Word be 
known; and  
In the faithfulness of our lives, 
may your Word be shown.  
Amen. 
 

First Reading read by Brian 
Elliott 
 

A reading from St. Paul’s Second 
letter to Timothy, Chapter four 
beginning at verse six. 
Beloved: I am already being 
poured out like a libation, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. I 
have competed well; I have 
finished the race; I have kept the 
faith. From now on the crown of 
righteousness awaits me, which 
the Lord, the just judge, will award 
to me on that day, and not only to 
me, but to all who have longed for 
his appearance. At my first 
defence no one appeared on my 
behalf, but everyone deserted 
me. May it not be held against 
them!  But the Lord stood by me 
and gave me strength, so that 
through me the proclamation 
might be completed and all the 



 

 

Gentiles might hear it. And I was 
rescued from the lion's mouth. 
The Lord will rescue me from 
every evil threat and will bring me 
safe to his heavenly kingdom.  To 
him be glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

Gradual Hymn 
Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 
 

Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 
 

Not for ever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living 
fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 
 

Be our strength in hours of 
weakness, 
in our wanderings be our guide; 
through endeavour, failure, 
danger, 
Father, be thou at our side. 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, and entrusting to 
us the message of salvation. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Luke Chapter 
eighteen beginning at the ninth 
verse 
Glory to Christ our Lord 
 

Jesus addressed this parable to 
those who were convinced of their 
own righteousness and despised 
everyone else.  "Two people went 
up to the temple area to pray; one 
was a Pharisee and the other was 
a tax collector.  The Pharisee took 
up his position and spoke this 
prayer to himself, 'O God, I thank 
you that I am not like the rest of 
humanity — greedy, dishonest, 
adulterous -- or even like this tax 
collector.  I fast twice a week, and 
I pay tithes on my whole income.’ 
But the tax collector stood off at a 
distance and would not even raise 
his eyes to heaven but beat his 
breast and prayed, 'O God, be 
merciful to me a sinner.’ I tell you, 
the latter went home justified, not 
the former; for whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and the 
one who humbles himself will be 
exalted." 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ    



 

 

          
     
The Reflection 
 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 
He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Church led 
by Anne Wheelhouse 
Merciful God, help us when 
praying not to be like the 
Pharisee, whose prayers were full 
of pride showing how good and 
righteous he is, but more like the 
humble Tax Collector ready to 
admit to our faults, failures and 
imperfections. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 

Gracious God, we pray for your 
church throughout the world and 
for all Christian people; for the 
renewal of the Church in faith, 
love and service; for Justin our 
Archbishop and Rose our Bishop 
for the life of this Church.  We give 



 

 

you thanks for the gift of your 
word, the grace of the sacraments 
and the fellowship of your people. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray for King 
Charles and every member of the 
Royal Family. may they know 
your peace and your presence in 
their daily lives 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 
Creator God, Lord of all, we pray 
for peace in the world bringing 
before you the troubles and 
dangers of people and nations, 
particularly Ukraine.  Shower your 
blessings on communities 
seeking to rebuild their lives in 
peace and hope; guide and 
protect refugees fleeing from war 
and persecution in their 
homelands and direct all rulers, 
governments and leaders of 
people to strive for justice, peace 
and fair shares of the rich bounty 
of their lands. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 

Lord our God, we pray for 
ourselves. Give to us an eye that 
is willing to see meaning in things 
and people that are familiar and 
commonplace, and always to be 

sincerely aware of our own faults. 
Enable us to see likeable qualities 
in those we may not like, 
recognise the mistakes in what 
we thought was correct, and to 
understand the strength in what 
we choose to see as weakness.  
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 

Healing God, we pray for the sick 
and suffering and all who care for 
them. We pray for those for whom 
this day will be long and hard, for 
those struggling with despair or 
depression, for those in hospital 
and at home.  We pray especially 
at this time for Robbie Robinson, 
Gillian Robinson, Eleanor Ash, 
Colin White, David Winston,  
Christian Jervis-Read, Cressida 
Jervis-Read In your goodness 
and mercy grant them health of 
body, soundness of mind and 
peace of heart. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 

Living God, we remember in our 
prayers friends and loved ones 
who have enriched our lives and 
are now departed from us. We 
pray for those who have died in 
recent days, the newly presented 
servant of God: Andrew Burke-
Smith 
 



 

 

We pray for those whose 
anniversaries of death occur at 
this time: Michelle Berge, Mary 
Howarth, Raymond John Denney, 
John Velvick, Tim Morton, Janusz 
Kent, Janina Misayat, Christopher 
Denne, Pat Bassant, Philip 
Sheldon, Arthur Horner, Patricia 
Travers, Janet Attwood, Alan 
Collins, Dorothy Heady 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 
In silence we bring to the Lord our 
own particular prayers 
 

Bountiful God, through your grace 
alone we are able to offer these 
petitions in faith, knowing that 
they will be answered through the 
power of the Spirit and in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
  

Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers for the 
sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

The Peace     
Once we were far off, but now in 
union with Christ Jesus we have 
been brought near through the 
shedding of Christ’s blood, for he 
is our peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always 
with you 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Hymn 
Lord, thy word abideth, 
and our footsteps guideth; 
who its truth believeth 
light and joy receiveth. 
 

When our foes are near us, 
then thy word doth cheer us, 
word of consolation, 
message of salvation. 
 

When the storms are o'er us, 
and dark clouds before us, 
then its light directeth, 
and our way protecteth. 
 

Who can tell the pleasure, 
who recount the treasure 
by thy word imparted 
to the simple-hearted? 
 

Word of mercy, giving 
succour to the living; 
word oflife, supplying 
comfort to the dying. 
 

O that we discerning 
its most holy learning, 
Lord, may love and fear thee, 
evermore be near thee! 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE 
SACRAMENT 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the 
power,  
the glory, the splendour, and the 
majesty; 



 

 

for everything in heaven and on 
earth is yours. 
 

All things come from you, 
and of your own do we give 
you. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation: through your goodness 
we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands 
have made. It will become for us 
the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
      

Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation: through your goodness 
we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human 
hands. It will become for us the 
cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, 
that our sacrifice may be 
acceptable to God, the almighty 
Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice 
at your hands for the praise and 
glory of his name, for our good, 
and the good of all his Church. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer    
The Lord be with you  
And also with you 
 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God 
It is right to give thanks and 
praise 
 
Storytelling God, you had too 
much love within your Trinity to 
keep it to yourself, and you made 
a universe in which to bring forth 
the earth and an earth in which to 
raise up a people and a people in 
which to come among us in your 
Son, that we may know your 
purpose to be with us in him for 
ever. Through patriarchs and 
prophets, through women of 
courage and kings, through the 
redemption of failure and the 
transformation of faithfulness you 
embodied your relentless and 
loving will to abide with us.  
 

In the death and resurrection of 
your Son and the sending of your 
Spirit you turned your covenant 
with your people into an invitation 
to all the world. An so we thank 
and praise you, with angels and 
archangels, singing your song of 
glory. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 



 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Inscribing God, in Jesus your 
Word was made flesh. In your 
Scriptures that flesh was made 
Word. In your Church and your 
Kingdom, that Word is made flesh 
again. By the power of your Holy 
Spirit you bring your scriptural 
promises to fulfilment in your 
people gathered in your name 
today. By that same Spirit, 
sanctify this bread and this cup 
that they may be for us the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Who, at supper with his disciples, 
took bread and gave you thanks, 
broke the bread, and gave it to 
them saying, ‘Take, eat: this is my 
body which is given for you; do 
this in remembrance of me’  After 
supper he took the cup. Again he 
gave you thanks, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, 
all of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’  
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 
 
Inspiring God, you give us your 
Scriptures for teaching, reproof, 
for correction, for training in 
righteousness and for building us 
up in service to you and your 
world. Open your children’s 
hearts each time your church 
opens your Word of life. Send 
your Spirit upon evangelists, 
teachers, preachers and healers 
that the wind and fire of Pentecost 
may thrill and transform your 
people today. 
 

Make your Son’s disciples feel 
their hearts burning within them 
as you speak with them and they 
find their story in your story; until 
the day you draw us into your 
Book of Life and we are gathered 
between the covers of your glory, 
ever one God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

As Christ has taught us we are 
bold to say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 



 

 

And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Fraction                                                                                  

We break this bread to share in 
the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are 
one body 
 

The Agnus Dei 
 

We sing together 
 

Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world, have mercy 
on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world, have mercy 
on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world, grant us 
peace. 
 
A Prayer for those joining us on 
Zoom who are making their 
Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the most Blessed 
Sacrament. I love You above 
`all things and I desire to 
receive you into my soul. Since 
I cannot now receive You 
sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were 
already there, and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You.  
Amen. 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are 
called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to 
receive you, but only say the 
word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The Distribution of Communion 
  

The Chalice bearers today are: 
Sandra Dreyer and Peter 
Hodges 
Updated C of E guidance states 
that Holy Communion should now 
be  offered in both kinds, unless 
there are clear and objective 
reasons not  to do so. It has been 
decided to offer Holy Communion 
in both kinds and to advise those 
who do not wish to receive the 
wine to indicate this by raising 
their hand when offered it. 
 

Post Communion Hymn 
Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for 
me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to 
thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed 
about 



 

 

with many a conflict, many a 
doubt, 
fightings and fears within, 
without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, 
relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

Post - Communion Prayers 
Give thanks to the Lord for God is 
gracious  
God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 

God of all grace, your Son Jesus 
Christ fed the hungry with the 
bread of his life and the word of 
his kingdom: renew your people 
with your heavenly grace, and in 
all our weakness sustain us by 
your true and living bread; who is 
alive and reigns, now and for 
ever.  Amen 
 

Father almighty we offer 
ourselves to you as a living 
sacrifice in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Send us out into the 
world in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to live and work to your 
praise and glory. Amen 
 

Notices 
 

The Blessing 
May God bless you with 

discomfort at easy answers, half 
truths, and superficial 
relationships, so that you may live 
deep within your heart. Amen. 
May God bless you with anger at 
injustice, oppression, and 
exploitation of people, so that you 
may work for justice, freedom and 
peace. Amen. 
May God bless you with tears to 
shed for those who suffer from 
pain, rejection, starvation and 
war, so that you may reach out 
your hand to comfort them and to 
turn their pain into joy. Amen. 
May God bless you with enough 
foolishness to believe that you 
can make a difference in this 
world, so that you can do what 
others claim cannot be done. 
Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord.  In the name of Christ.  
Amen  
 

Closing Hymn 
King of glory, King of peace, 
I will love Thee; 
and that love may never cease, 
I will move Thee. 
Thou hast granted my request, 
Thou hast heard me; 
Thou didst note my working 
breast, 
Thou hast spared me. 
 

Wherefore with my utmost art 
I will sing Thee, 



 

 

and the cream of all my heart 
I will bring Thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, 
Thou didst clear me; 
and alone, when they replied, 
Thou didst hear me. 
 

Sev'n whole days, not one in 
sev'n, 
I will praise Thee; 
in my heart, though not in heav'n, 
I can raise Thee. 
Small it is, in this poor sort 
to enroll Thee: 
e'en eternity's too short 
to extol Thee. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 

Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

May the divine assistance remain 
with us always. 
And with all our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
 

May the souls of the faithful 
departed through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace. And rise in 
glory.  Amen. 
 

 
 
Retiring Organ Voluntary -  
Please remain seated for the 
organ voluntary   
 
 
Vicar:   Fr. Rodney Dreyer            

01580 754459 
 
Churchwardens:   
Miss Alison Jones  
 01580 755705 
Mrs. Liz Hatcher  
 01580 712099 
 
Organist: 
Dr. Charlotte O’ Neill  
 01580 753817  
 
Safeguarding: 
Mrs Jane Cooper                           
 07825044877 
 
 

 
NOTICES 
    
     
WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST at 
Bowles Lodge ~ 10.00a.m.  
 
PARISH LUNCH -  Sunday 20th 
November at 12.30pm.  
This will be held at the back of 
the church. 
Adults £8.00 Children welcome, 
no charge for 12yr olds and 
under.   
Please bring your own crockery 
and cutlery.  
A sign- up sheet will be available 
from next week.  If anyone is 
able to provide a desert this will 
be most welcome.   
 



 

 

SATURDAY 26TH NOVEMBER – 
Concert by The Bodiam Concert 
Band at 7.30pm in St Laurence 
Church. 
 
SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER - 
Concert by Cranbrook Symphony 
Orchestra in St Laurence Church 
at 7.30pm. 
    
    
   


