
ST LAURENCE CHURCH 

HAWKHURST 
FAMILY COMMUNION 

NEW YEARS DAY  
1ST. JANUARY 2023. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 

CHRISTMAS 
 

THE ZOOM DETAILS FOR THIS 

SERVICE ARE: 
 
Meeting ID: 457 244 0784 
Passcode: 5i1Uca 
The sidesmen for today are Di-
ana Ringer and Alison Jones 

The Gladness of Christ is 
HOPE 

The Spirit of Christ is  
PEACE 

The Heart of Christ is  
LOVE 

 
CAROL NO 3 
 

WE GATHER 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Every family has its cares and 
worries. In today’s celebration we 
are shown that Mary and Joseph 
and Jesus had more than their fair 
share of problems and woes, espe-
cially that the very reason and 
heart of this family was Jesus, this 
special son. They did everything 
for him. What is typical for us in 
the Holy Family is that in every-
thing they sought and followed 
God’s will: this will be character-
istic too for Jesus, God’s will was 
to be his food and drink. Let the 
heart of our families, too be Jesus, 
and with him and Mary and Jo-
seph, we ask ourselves what God 
wants of us and we do it.   
 

CONFESSION 
Father, we have sinned and 
strayed from the truth. May your 
Son’s birth restore our self respect 
and give us grace to persevere: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Jesus, Son of God, as we seek to 
follow your ways for our lives , 
help us to obey your promptings 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Holy Spirit, fill us this New Year, 
with your consolation and 
strength: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, who forgives all 
who truly repent, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you 



from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS      
Glory to God, Glory to God, 
Glory to God in the highest. 
 

Glory to God in the highest 
And peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you 
thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Glory to God ….. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of 
the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the 
world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father: receive our prayer. 
Glory to God ….. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Je-
sus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God …. 
 

 
 
Collect (Special Prayer) of the 
Day 
We pray together 
 

Almighty God, in the birth of 
your Son you have poured on us 
the new light of your incarnate 
Word, and shown us the fullness 
of your love: help us to walk in 
his light and dwell in his love 
that we may know the fullness of 
his joy; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen 
 

Prayer before receiving the Word of 
God — Before we read, we pray to-
gether 

 

Eternal God, in the reading of 
the Scriptures, may your Word 
be heard; 
In the meditations of our 
hearts, may your Word be 
known; and  
In the faithfulness of our lives, 
may your Word be shown.  
Amen. 
 

We listen to God’s word 
Please remain standing 
 

THE GOSPEL READING  
 

Matthew 2:13-23 
Read by Liz Hatcher 
 

When they had gone, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the 
child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for 
the child to kill him.” 



 

So he got up, took the child and 
his mother during the night and 
left for Egypt, where he stayed un-
til the death of Herod. And so was 
fulfilled what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “Out of 
Egypt I called my son.” 
 

When Herod realised that he had 
been outwitted by the Magi, he 
was furious, and he gave orders to 
kill all the boys in Bethlehem and 
its vicinity who were two years 
old and under, in accordance with 
the time he had learned from the 
Magi. Then what was said through 
the prophet Jeremiah was ful-
filled: 
“A voice is heard in Ramah, 
weeping and great mourning, Ra-
chel weeping for her children and 
refusing to be comforted,  because 
they are no more.” 
 

After Herod died, an angel of the 
Lord appeared in a dream to Jo-
seph in Egypt and said, “Get up, 
take the child and his mother and 
go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were trying to take the child’s 
life are dead.” 
 

So he got up, took the child and 
his mother and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was reigning in Judea 
in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. Having 
been warned in a dream, he with-
drew to the district of Galilee, and 

he went and lived in a town called 
Nazareth. So was fulfilled what 
was said through the prophets, 
that he would be called a Naza-
rene. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, O Christ  
 

CAROL NO 11  
 

REFLECTION 
 

WE AFFIRM OUR FAITH 
 

We stand to say: 
 

THE CREED   
 

Do you believe and trust in God 
the Father, 
who made the world? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in his 
Son Jesus Christ, who redeemed 
mankind? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in his 
Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of 
God? 
I believe and trust in him. 
  

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God. 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
(Please Sit/kneel)     
 Prayers led by Ali Jones 
 



Everlasting God, at the start of a 
New Year we may find ourselves 
apprehensive for what it might 
bring.  Reassure us with your lov-
ing presence that whatever we 
might experience in the coming 12 
months will not be more than we 
can bear and that you will never be 
more than a prayer away from us. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our 
Prayer 
 

Holy God we raise before you our 
Church here in Hawkhurst. We 
lay before you our plans, our 
hopes and the problems that we 
might face.  Constantly remind us 
that in our church, results are 
never measured in terms of win-
ners and losers but in how much 
our activities glorify your name 
and bring your son Jesus Christ 
closer to others. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our 
Prayer 
 

Creator God, help us to know and 
to understand what it means and 
what it takes to make disciples and 
so help to transform the world.   
May this New year bring peace to 
those parts of the world where it 
has been absent for far too long es-
pecially in Ukraine. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our 
Prayer 
 

Father God, as we reach out into 
the community through our wor-
ship and social activities, inspire 

us and enhance our creativity, as 
we seek to develop and fund the 
ministries of our chaplaincy and 
draw others in to know and love 
your ways. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our 
Prayer 
 

We pray for the sick in their hour 
of need especially if the New Year 
fills them with doubts and fears. 
May they be aware of your pres-
ence holding them and encourag-
ing them towards healing and 
wholeness. We pray for  Gillian 
Robinson, Robbie Robinson, El-
eanor Ash, Colin White, David 
Winston, Christian Jervis-Read, 
Cressida Jervis-Read, Nigel Bar-
ter, John Tanner, Doris Ringer 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our 
Prayer 
 

Merciful God as we remember be-
fore you those who will not jour-
ney into this New Year we thank 
you for the gift of hope beyond 
death that you have given us 
through the life, death and resur-
rection of your Son. Jack Travers, 
Evelyn Waghorn, Eleftheria 
Corfield, William Butler, Hilary 
Wood, Cecille Mallinson, Lily 
Collins, Malcolm Dreyer, Richard 
Dyke, Jane Barker, Olaf Phillips, 
Doris Bird, Gilbert French,  
Rosaline Beeny, William Fawcett, 
Stephen Barker, Isoline Vaughan, 
Hylda Reynolds, Kathleen Wood,  
Sheila Maugham, Sylvia Smith, 



Prudence Bilsby, Leila Wood 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our 
Prayer 
 

Almighty God, in Christ you 
make all things new and so we 
thank you for this New Year, for 
all the potential it holds.  Move us 
every single morning throughout 
2023 to look forward to the future 
with hope and to give you thanks 
for the wonders of your creation 
and the wonderful gifts that you 
have given to us. 
 

Merciful Father: accept these 
prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen 
 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 
We stand and the Priest intro-
duces the peace: 
 

The peace of the Lord be always 
with you 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of 
peace. 
 

CAROL NO 8   
During which a collection will be 
made 
 
 
 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation: through your goodness 
we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands 

have made. It will become for us 
the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation: through your goodness 
we have this wine to offer , fruit of 
the vine and work of human 
hands. It will become for us the 
cup of salvation. 
 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Pray, my brothers and sisters, that 
our sacrifice may be acceptable 
to God, the almighty Father. 
 

May the Lord accept the sacri-
fice at your hands for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his 
Church. 
 

We sing: 
 

In the bleak midwinter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, 
Long ago. 
 

What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him  



Give my heart 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER. 
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you 
 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God 
It is right to give him thanks and 
praise 
 

Why do we give thanks and 
praise at this table? 
We give thanks for all that God 
has done for us. 
 

God the Father created the heav-
ens, the earth and everything in 
them; and created us in his own 
image. 
Let us give thanks and praise 
 

Christ our Lord became human 
like us, and died to save us. 
Let us give thanks and praise 
 

God sent the Holy Spirit to gather 
us together as the people of God 
Let us give thanks and praise 
 

So come let us join together to 
worship this God who loves  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. 
Hosanna  in the highest, 
Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.  Hosanna in 

the highest. 
 

Please Sit/kneel) 
 

We praise you Father that before 
Jesus our Saviour suffered and 
died, he gave us this holy meal to 
share and told us to continue it un-
til he comes again. 
 

Why do we eat bread together at 
this table? 
On the night before he died, Jesus 
took bread.  After giving thanks, 
he broke it, and gave it to his dis-
ciples saying, “Take, eat.  This is 
my body, given for you.  Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 
 

Why do we drink from the cup 
together at this table? 
In the same way after supper Jesus 
took the cup, saying. “This cup is 
God’s new covenant sealed with 
my blood, poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins.  Do this in 
remembrance of me” 
 

What do we remember at this 
table? 
We remember the Father’s gra-
cious love for us, Christ’s death 
and resurrection for us, and the 
Spirit’s tender care for us.   
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 



Lord, we bring our lives and all we 
have.  We give ourselves to you, 
as you gave yourself for us. 
 

Help us to be open to you. 
Help us to receive your Spirit, 
The Spirit of Freedom, 
The Spirit of Peace, 
The Spirit of Love. 
 

As we share your Spirit, so help us 
to share the life of Jesus.  Accept 
this 
offering of praise, which we make 
with all our hearts. 
Blessing and honour and glory 
and power, are yours for ever and 
ever.   Amen. 
 

(Silence is kept) 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy king-
dom come; thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Fraction 
We break this Bread to share in 
the body of Christ 

Though we are many we are one 
body because we all share in one 
Bread 
 

The Agnus Dei 
We sing together 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world, have mercy on 
us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world, have mercy on 
us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

This is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, 
blessed are those who are called  
to his supper 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive 
you but only say the word and I 
shall be healed. 
 

A Prayer for those joining us on 
Zoom who are making their 
Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the most Blessed 
Sacrament. I love You above ̀ all 
things and I desire to receive 
you into my soul. Since I cannot 
now receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You 
were already there, and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from 
You.  Amen. 



 

The Distribution of Communion 
Updated C of E guidance states 
that Holy Communion should now 
be  offered in both kinds, therefore 
it has been decided to offer Holy 
Communion in both kinds and to 
advise those who do not wish to 
receive the wine to indicate this by 
raising their hand when offered it. 
 

For a Personal Blessing and/or a 
Special Prayer only, please also 
go to the High Altar Rail.   
 

The Chalice Bearers are:  
Mike Appelbe and Peggy Stone 
 
Be still, for the presence of the 
Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
Come, bow before him now, with 
reverence and fear. 
In him no sin is found, we stand 
on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the 
Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, with 
splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, our ra-
diant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place, 
he comes to cleanse and heal, to 

minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, in faith 
receive from him; 
be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place.  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We pray together in thanksgiving 
to God 
 
All praise to you, almighty God 
and heavenly king, who sent 
your Son into the world to take 
our nature upon him and to be 
born of a pure virgin: grant 
that, as we are born again in 
him, so he may continually 
dwell in us and reign on earth as 
he reigns in heaven, now and for 
ever.  Amen 
 
NOTICES 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
The Priest pronounces a Blessing.  
We respond  Amen. 
 
Go in peace, a happy New Year to 
all of you, and take the Lord’s 
blessing with you all the days of 
your life.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

God is working this purpose out, 
as year succeeds to year; 
God is working this purpose out, 
and the time is drawing near; 



nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be: 
when the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 

From utmost east to utmost west, 
where human feet have trod, 
by the mouth of many messengers 
goes forth the voice of God: 
“Give ear to me, ye continents, 
ye isles, give ear to me, 
that the earth may be filled with 
the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea.” 
 

Let us go forth in the strength of 
God, 
with the banner of Christ unfurled, 
that the light of the glorious gos-
pel of truth 
may shine throughout the world. 
Let us all fight with sorrow and sin 
to set the captives free, 
that the earth may be filled with 
the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 

All we can do is nothing worth 
unless God blesses the deed. 
Vainly we hope for the harvest-
tide till God gives life to the seed. 
Yet nearer and nearer draws the 
time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
May the divine assistance remain 
with us always. 
And with all our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
 
May the souls of the faithful de-
parted through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace.  
And rise in glory.  Amen.  
__________________________ 
 
We sit to listen to the Organ 
Voluntary 
 
Please do say a prayer at the 
Crib for peace and reconcilia-
tion in our world. 
  
A Very Happy and Blessed New 
Year to you all from Fr Rodney, 
sandra and all the members of 
the PCC, 
 
 
Sightsavers  International Ad-
vent Giving tree 
 
This Advent a total of £353.60 
was raised on the St Laurence 
Advent Giving tree.  
 


