
 

1 

DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY 

Changed lives - Changing lives 
 
 

Laurence Parish Church 
Hawkhurst  - Parish Eucharist 

Service.   
9. 7. 2023 - The Fifth Sunday 

after Trinity  -  Year A 
 

Please Note: The Zoom details 
for this service are: 

Meeting ID: 457 244 0784 
Passcode: 5i1UCa 

 
The Sidesmen today are: Kate 

Lagden and Diana Hunt 
 

PLEASE TAKE THIS LEAFLET 
HOME WITH YOU 

 
 
 

Hymn (Please stand if you are 
able) 
 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does its successive journeys run, 
his kingdom stretch from shore to 
shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no 
more. 
 

To him shall endless prayer be 
made, 
and praises throng to crown his 
head. 

His name like sweet perfume shall 
rise 
with every morning sacrifice. 
 

People and realms of every 
tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest 
song, 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 
 

Blessings abound where'er he 
reigns: 
the prisoners leap to lose their 
chains, 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all who suffer want are blest. 
Let every creature rise and bring 
the highest honours to our King, 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen.  
 
In the Name of God: Father, Son 
and the Holy Spirit .   Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you 

 
 

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God to whom all 
hearts are open all desires 
known and from whom no 
secrets are hid cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.   
Amen 
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Penitence 
The sacrifice of God is a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart 
God will not despise. Let us come 
to the Lord, who is full of 
compassion, and acknowledge 
our transgressions in penitence 
and faith. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly 
Father in penitence we confess 
that we have sinned against 
you through our own fault in 
thought, word, and deed and in 
what we have left undone. For 
the sake of your Son, Christ our 
Lord forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve 
you in newness of life to the 
glory of your Name. 
 

We sing:     
 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, and  
restore us in his image to the 
praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

We sing: 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS      
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, 
Glory to God in the highest. 
Glory to God in the highest 
And peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you 
thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Glory to God ….. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
Glory to God ….. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God ….. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, by 
whose Spirit the whole body of the 
Church is governed and 
sanctified: hear our prayer which 
we offer for all your faithful 
people, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may serve you in 
holiness and truth to the glory of 
your name; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive 
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and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Prayer before receiving the Word 
of God — Before we read, we 
pray together….. 
Eternal God, in the reading of 
the Scriptures, may your Word 
be heard; 
In the meditations of our 
hearts, may your Word be 
known; and  
In the faithfulness of our lives, 
may your Word be shown.  
Amen. 
 

 
 
The First Reading read by 
Claire Roberts  
 

A reading from the book of the 
prophet Zechariah 
Zechariah 9:9-12 
 

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will take away the chariots from 
Ephraim 
and the warhorses from 
Jerusalem, 
and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the 
nations. 
His rule will extend from sea to 
sea 
and from the river to the ends of 
the earth. 
As for you, because of the blood 
of my covenant with you, 
I will free your prisoners from the 
waterless pit. 
Return to your fortress, you 
prisoners of hope; 
even now I announce that I will 
restore twice as much to you. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God  
 

Gradual Hymn 
 

Blest are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see their God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, 
their soul is Christ's abode. 
 

The Lord, who left the heavens 
our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell in lowliness with us, 
our pattern and our King; 
 

Still to the lowly soul 
Himself He will impart, 
and for His dwelling and His 
throne 
chooses the pure in heart. 
Lord, we Your presence seek  
we ask this blessing, too; 
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple meet for Thee. 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones 
the mysteries of the kingdom. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to Christ our Lord 
 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
“But to what will I compare this 
generation? It is like children 
sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling to one another, ‘We played 
the flute for you, and you did not 
dance; we wailed, and you did not 
mourn.’ For John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they say, 
‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and 
they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed 
them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All 
things have been handed over to 
me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father 

except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. “Come to me, all you that are 
weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ     
          
    
The Reflection 
 
 

The Creed   - said together 
We believe in one God, the 
Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the liv-
ing and the dead, and his king-
dom will have no end. We be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshipped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world 
to come.    Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Church - led 
by Stephen Ringer 
Everlasting God, we join together 
in praying to you for the needs the 
church, the world, our community 
and ourselves, trusting in your 
love which reaches out from be-
fore the foundation of the world. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Holy God, whenever we start to 
get offended by your generosity or 
open-mindedness, give us the 

grace to repent and join your re-
joicing. Guard the Church against 
self-righteousness and all rules 
and limits which you would not 
own, but keep always before us 
the rule of love. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Creator God, we pray for your 
world.  We pray for leaders 
throughout the world. Forgive us 
when we are ungrateful when 
spiritual blindness prevents us 
from appreciating the wonder of 
your creation and the endless cy-
cle of nature.  Forgive us for tak-
ing without giving; reaping without 
sowing.   
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 
We pray for the farmers of the 
world many of whom still use 
those methods described by Je-
sus and we especially pray that 
they may be treated with fairness 
for their labours. We especially re-
member those who work with the 
land here.  We pray for all who are 
suffering the effects of climate 
change. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Father God, we thank you for the 
love we share with our families 
and our friends.  We recognise 
that they may have faults and they 
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love us in spite of ours.  Help us 
to be flexible and adaptable in all 
of our relationships and also ca-
pable of accepting constructive 
criticism. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Loving God and Lord of life, we 
pray for the gift of courage to face 
up to and cope with illness. We 
pray for it for ourselves, and for 
those who we now name before 
you  - We pray for Gillian Robin-
son, Robbie Robinson, Eleanor 
Ash, David Winston, Christian 
Jervis-Read, Jan Edwards, Jill 
Fitzpatrick, Geraldine Nurney, 
Don Buckle, Nigel Lemon, Ray 
Wicks. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Gracious God, give us ears to 
hear and minds to understand the 
message of immortality for the 
children of your kingdom so that 
we may look forward with pa-
tience and confidence to that time 
when we will join you in the peace 
of eternity. We pray for Those re-
cently departed:  Rosemary 
Lingard 
 

And all those whose years’ mind 
occur this month:  Harry Harttrup, 
Frank Collins, Raymond Dreyer, 
Mary Porter, George Williams, 

Grace Dreyer, Biddy Woods, Glo-
ria Cox. Rosemary Whittome, 
Philip Warner, Alfred Mills, Re-
ginald Wheelhouse 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Faithful God, we thank you for the 
opportunity of being together in 
prayer and praise, worship and 
witness. As we look forward to the 
week to come, we pray for an 
awareness of your love and sup-
port in all we do. 
 

In the silence of our hearts we of-
fer to God our own particular pray-
ers…. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 

Merciful Father: accept these 
prayers for the sake of your 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen 
 
 
The Peace     
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: If, 
when you are bringing your gift to 
the altar, you remember your 
brother or sister has a grievance 
against you, leave your gift where 
it lies before the altar. Go, make 
peace; and only then come and 
offer your gift. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always 
with you 
And also with you. 
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Hymn  (Please stand if you are 
able) 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God 
my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with 
Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compas-
sions, they fail not; 
as Thou hast been Thou forever 
wilt be. 
[Refrain:] 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies 
I see; 
all I have needed Thy hand hath 
provided: 
great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, 
unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and spring-
time and harvest; 
sun, moon, and stars in their 
courses above 
join with all nature in manifold wit-
ness 
to Thy great faithfulness, mercy, 
and love. [Refrain] 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that 
endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer 
and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope 
for tomorrow: 
blessings all mine, with ten thou-
sand beside! [Refrain] 
                                                                                       

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRA-
MENT 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the 
power,  
the glory, the splendour, and the 
majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on 
earth is yours. 
 

All things come from you, and 
of your own do we give you. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation: through your goodness 
we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands 
have made. It will become for us 
the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
      
Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation: through your goodness 
we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human 
hands. It will become for us the 
cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, 
that our sacrifice may be accepta-
ble to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacri-
fice at your hands for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his 
Church. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord 
our God. 
It is right to give thanks and 
praise. 
 

The Priest continues with the Eu-
charistic Prayer Preface and then 
all sing:    
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna  
in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna 
in the highest. 
 

(Sit/kneel) 
 

The Priest continues, recalling 
and remembering with us the Last 
Supper…… then we sing: 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
At the End of the next  part of the 
EucharisticPrayer we respond 
Amen. 
                
 
                                                                         

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As Christ has taught us we are 
bold to say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into tempta-
tion; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. 
Amen. 
 

We Break Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in 
the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are 
one body 

 

We sing together 
 

Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world, have mercy 
on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world, have mercy 
on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world, grant us 
peace. 
 

We Share in Holy Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. 
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Blessed are those who are called 
to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to re-
ceive you, but only say the 
word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The Prayer of Humble Access 
We do not presume to come to 
this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteous-
ness, but in your manifold and 
great mercies. We are not wor-
thy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under your table. But 
you are the same Lord whose 
nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your 
dear Son Jesus Christ and to 
drink his blood,that our sinful 
bodies may be made clean by 
his body and our souls washed 
through his most precious 
blood, and that we may ever-
more dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 
 
A Prayer for those joining us on 
Zoom who are making their 
Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the most Blessed 
Sacrament. I love You above 
`all things and I desire to re-
ceive you into my soul. Since I 
cannot now receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritu-
ally into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already 
there, and unite myself wholly 

to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You.  Amen. 
 

The Chalice bearers today are: 
Kent Harries and Peter Hodges 
 

Communion Hymn 
Lord, enthroned in heav'nly splen-
dour, 
first-begotten from the dead, 
Thou alone, our strong Defender, 
liftest up Thy people's head. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Jesus, true and living Bread! 
 

Prince of Life, for us Thou livest, 
by Thy body souls are healed; 
Prince of Peace, Thy peace Thou 
givest, 
by Thy blood is pardon sealed. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Word of God in flesh revealed. 
 

Paschal Lamb! Thine off'ring fin-
ished 
once for all when Thou wast slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
shall forevermore remain. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Cleansing souls from ev'ry stain. 
 

Life-imparting heav'nly Manna, 
stricken Rock, with streaming 
side, 
heav'n and earth with loud ho-
sanna 
worship Thee, the Lamb who 
died. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Ris'n, ascended, glorified! 
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Post - Communion Prayers 
Give thanks to the Lord for God is 
gracious 
God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, 
that the course of this world may 
be so peaceably ordered by your 
governance, that your Church 
may joyfully serve you in all godly 
quietness; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for 
feeding us with the body and 
blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our 
souls and bodies to be a living 
sacrifice. Send us out in the 
power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory.    
Amen. 
 
We Go In Christ’s Peace 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
The Blessing 
Go forth into the world in peace; 
of good courage; hold fast that 
which is good; render to no one 
evil for evil; strengthen the faint-
hearted; support the weak; help 
the afflicted; honour everyone; 
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always. Amen 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord.  
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Notices 
 

Hymn  (Please stand if you are 
able) 
 
Now thank we all our God 
with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, 
in whom his world rejoices; 
who from our mothers' arms 
has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, 
and still is ours today. 
 
O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us, 
to keep us in his grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills 
of this world in the next. 
 
All praise and thanks to God 
the Father now be given, 
the Son and Spirit blest, 
who reign in highest heaven 
the one eternal God, 
whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore.  
 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 

Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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May the divine assistance remain 
with us always. 
And with all our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
 

May the souls of the faithful de-
parted through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. And rise in glory.  
Amen. 
 
Please sit for the Organ Volun-
tary 
 
 
…………………………………… 

 
 
 
 

AT YOUR SERVICE 
 
Vicar:   Fr. Rodney Dreyer            
01580 754459 
 
Churchwardens:   
Miss Alison Jones  
 01580 755705 
Mrs. Liz Hatcher  
 01580 712099 
 
Organist: 
Dr. Charlotte O’ Neill  
 01580 753817  
 
Safeguarding: 

Mrs Jane Cooper                           
 07825044877 

 
 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST at 
Bowles Lodge ~ 10.00a.m. 
Please do join us. 
 

PARISH GIVING SCHEME 
(PGS) – please be reminded that 
the way the Church will be col-
lecting and accounting for regular 
and / or planned giving changed 
from the end of April 2023. Infor-
mation packs are available at the 
side of the church. Your partici-
pation in the new scheme is very 
much encouraged. Please speak 
to Mr Julian van Kan for further 
information.  
 
LOAVES AND FISHES 
SUNDAY – is next week (Sunday 
16th July). Please bring as many 
items as possible for the food 
bank as the summer holiday is 
coming up and stocks will be 
depleted. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


