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DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY 
     St. Laurence Church, 

Hawkhurst 
 

Family Holy Communion 
Service 
3.8.2025 

 
the SEVENTH Sunday af-

ter Trinity 
—————————————— 

The sidespeople today are: Diana 
Hunt and Ali Jones 
 
Welcome 
The Vicar welcomes the 
congregation 
 
DEDICATION AND BLESSING OF 
THE NEW SOUND AND VISUAL 
SYSTEM EQUIPMENT 
 
In the name of God: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Here in this place of worship we 
gather in the name of God the 
Creator, the Redeemer and 
Sustainer. Today we dedicate this 
new sound and visual system and 
equipment to the worship, service 
and glory of God. 
 
Let us pray: 

Creating and Re-Creating God, we 
give you thanks for the gifts of all 
who have gone before us. We give 
you thanks for all who are here now. 
We give you thanks for the promise 
of gifts that have yet to be shared.  
 
Today we pause to remember all 
those who have given gifts in 
memory of loved ones now gone. 
Today we give thanks that because 
of those memorial gifts we can 
enrich the life of this our faith 
community, here at St. Laurence, 
Hawkhurst. 
 
May this equipment help us to offer 
all who are a part of this faith and 
worship community, a fuller 
experience of your goodness, your 
truth and your beauty. And may we 
be encouraged to raise our voices in 
prayer and praise in response to 
hearing God’s promise, God’s hope, 
and God’s love. We make our 
prayers in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
HYMN  (PLEASE STAND IF YOU 
ARE ABLE)  
All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he 
guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, 
he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
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tower and temple, fall to dust. 
But God's power, 
hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
God's great goodness aye 
endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light, and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore 
from his store 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God to whom all hearts are 
open all desires known and from 
whom no secrets are hid cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.   Amen 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the 
sacred mysteries, let us call to mind 
and confess our sins… 
 
Confession 
Jesus Christ, risen master and 
triumphant Lord, we come to you in 
sorrow for our sins, and confess to 
you our weakness and unbelief. We 
have lived by our own strength, and 
not by the power of your 
resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own 
eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
May the Father forgive us by the 
death and resurrection of his Son, 
and strengthen us to live in the 
power of the Spirit all our days.  
Amen  
 
The Gloria (Sung) 
Refrain: 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to 
God in the Highest! 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.  - 
Refrain 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father: 
receive our prayer.  - Refrain 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  - 
Refrain 
 
Collect for the Day 
We pray together: 
 
Lord God, your Son left the riches of 
heaven and became poor for our 
sake: when we prosper save us 
from pride, when we are needy save 
us from despair, that we may trust in 
you alone; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
  
First Reading - Colossians 3:1-11 
read by Rachel Elliott 
Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly 
things. For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 
 
Put to death, therefore, whatever 
belongs to your earthly nature: 
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires and greed, which is idolatry. 
Because of these, the wrath of God 
is coming. You used to walk in these 
ways, in the life you once lived. But 

now you must also rid yourselves of 
all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy 
language from your lips. Do not lie 
to each other, since you have taken 
off your old self with its practices 
and have put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge in 
the image of its Creator. Here there 
is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave or free, but Christ is all, and is 
in all. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
HYMN  (PLEASE STAND IF YOU 
ARE ABLE) 
God of grace and God of glory, 
on Thy people pour Thy pow'r; 
crown Thine ancient church's story, 
bring her bud to glorious flow'r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways! 
Fears and doubts too long have 
bound us, 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 
 
Set our feet on lofty places; 
gird our lives, that they may be 
armoured with all Christ-like graces 
in the fight to set men free. 
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Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
that we fail not man nor Thee! 
That we fail not man nor Thee! 
 
THE GOSPEL READING 
The Lord be with you  
And also with you.  
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel ac-
cording to Luke, Chapter  twelve be-
ginning at the thirteenth verse 
Glory to you O Lord 
 
Someone in the crowd said to Je-
sus, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
share the inheritance with me.” He 
replied to him, “Friend, who ap-
pointed me as your judge and arbi-
trator?” Then he said to the crowd, 
“Take care to guard against all 
greed for though one may be rich, 
one’s life does not consist of pos-
sessions.” 
Then he told them a parable. “There 
was a rich man whose land pro-
duced a bountiful harvest. He asked 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not 
have space to store my harvest?’ 
And he said, ‘This is what I shall do: 
I shall tear down my barns and build 
larger ones. There I shall store all 
my grain and other goods and I shall 
say to myself, “Now as for you, you 
have so many good things stored up 
for many years, rest, eat, drink, be 
merry!”’ But God said to him, ‘You 
fool, this night your life will be de-
manded of you; and the things you 
have prepared, to whom will they 
belong?’ Thus will it be for all who 

store up treasure for themselves but 
are not rich in what matters to God.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, O Christ 
HYMN  (PLEASE STAND iF YOU 
ARE ABLE) 
Be still for the presence of the Lord,  
The Holy One is here  
Come bow before Him now,  
With reverence and fear  
In Him no sin is found  
We stand on holy ground  
Be still for the presence of the Lord,  
The Holy One is here  
  
Be still for the glory of the Lord,  
Is shining all around  
He burns with holy fire,  
With splendour He is crowned  
How awesome is the sight  
Our radiant King of light  
Be still for the glory of the Lord,  
Is shining all around  
 
Be still for the power of the Lord,  
Is moving in this place  
He comes to cleanse and heal,  
To minister His grace  
No work too hard for Him  
In faith receive from Him  
Be still for the power of the Lord  
Is moving in this place 
 
REFLECTION 
 
Prayers  of the church led by Ali 
Jones 
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Everlasting God, we give thanks for 
this new day and as we gather here 
to worship you we pray that we 
might be so filled with joy through 
our belief in you that our hearts 
overflow with love for you and for all 
who we meet along our journey.  
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 
Holy God, give your wisdom and 
heavenly grace to all bishops, and 
priests and deacons, especially 
Bishop Rose, and to all others who 
hold office in your church, that, by 
their service, faith may abound and 
your kingdom increase.  Lord, in 
your mercy: hear our prayer 
 
Loving God, we continue to pray for 
all gathered together, as members 
of the Crown Appointments Com-
mission who will decide on the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury that by 
the gift and grace of the Holy Spirit, 
they be given a right judgement in all 
things. Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer 
 
Creator God, in this uncertain time 
as the war between Russia and 
Ukraine continues, we pray particu-
larly for their people and also those 
of Gaza and the wider Middle East. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 
Drive away despair from our politics, 
revive our dreams of justice and 
truth, restore our passion for what is 

good and right and give to our lead-
ers wisdom and sensitivity to work 
for unity and the common good so 
that our children and grandchildren 
might enjoy the kind of peace which 
our generation has known. Lord, in 
your mercy: hear our prayer 
 
Father God, we pray that, in our 
communities, all will be welcome 
and accepted regardless of nation-
ality, colour or status and that we will 
seek always to serve God in one an-
other. Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 
Merciful God, we pray that all those 
who seek healing of body, mind or 
spirit will be touched by the loving 
hand of God and know his peace 
and his presence alongside them 
each and every step of their journey. 
We pray for Eleanor Ash, David 
Winstone, John Tanner, Irene Bow, 
Brian Elliott, Jill Fitzpatrick, Keith 
Brown, Val Manser, Thomas Cox, 
Gwen Brown, Peter Duffy, Matt, 
Hannah and Janice Fenlon. Lord, in 
your mercy: hear our prayer 
 
Gracious God, and Lord of Life, look 
in mercy on the departed that they 
may see your salvation and find 
their peace and final rest in you: We 
pray for those recently departed: 
Danija Antonijevic and Rowena 
Bennett. 
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and for those whose years’ mind oc-
cur at this time: Carol Ann Larkin, 
Gillian Catherine Robinson, Olivia 
Mason, Cecil Bishop, Kevin Fitzpat-
rick, Douglas Stanley Nurney, Eric 
John Warren, Gordon Garwood-
Warren, Christopher Golding, Wil-
liam Livermore, Eunice Botha, 
Gwendolen Joan Clarkson, Gerald 
Abbey, Philip Frederick Skeet, Bar-
bara Cox and Graham Brackstone. 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our 
prayer 
 
God, and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, hear these prayers we offer 
you in his name. By the power of 
your Holy Spirit work within us and 
among us to bring your kingdom val-
ues into this world. Let your will be 
done so that all people may live only 
for your praise and glory 
 
Almighty God, we pray for our-
selves; as we go from your house 
today to start the week ahead, we 
ask that in all we do, we may walk 
more closely with you at our side 
safe in the knowledge that your fa-
therly love and care knows no 
bound 
 
Merciful Father: accept these pray-
ers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
We Share God’s Peace 
We stand to sing 
 
Shalom, Shalom,  

May peace be with you, 
Throughout your days; 
In all that you do, 
May peace be with you, 
Shalom, Shalom. 
(Repeat)  
 
HYMN (PLEASE STAND AS YOU 
ARE ABLE) 
A collection will be made during the 
singing of this hymn 
 
Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in endless praise, 
let them flow in endless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee, 
swift and beautiful for thee. 
 
Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee, 
filled with messages from thee. 
 
Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use 
every power as thou shalt choose, 
every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne, 
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it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee, 
ever, only, all for thee.  
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you  
And also with you 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God 

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise 

Why do we give thanks and 
praise at this table? 
We give thanks for all that God has 
done for us. 
God the Father created the heav-
ens, the earth and everything in 
them; and created us in his own im-
age. 
Let us give thanks and praise 
Christ our Lord became human like 
us, and died to save us. 
Let us give thanks and praise 
 
God sent the Holy Spirit to gather us 
together as the people of God 
Let us give thanks and praise 
So come let us join together to wor-
ship this God who loves  
We sing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna  in 
the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 
Please sit 
We praise you Father that before 
Jesus our Saviour suffered and 
died, he gave us this holy meal to 
share and told us to continue it until 
he comes again. 
 
Why do we eat bread together at 
this table? 
On the night before he died, Jesus 
took bread.  After giving thanks, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples 
saying,  “Take, eat.  This is my body, 
given for you.  Do this in remem-
brance of me.” 
 
Why do we drink from the cup to-
gether at this table? 
In the same way after supper Jesus 
took the cup, saying. “This cup is 
God’s new covenant sealed with my 
blood, poured out for you for the for-
giveness of sins.  Do this in remem-
brance of me” 
 
What do we remember at this ta-
ble? 
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We remember the Father’s gracious 
love for us, Christ’s death and resur-
rection for us, and the Spirit’s tender 
care for us.   
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
We sing: 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again. 
 
Merciful Father, pour out your Holy 
Spirit on us and on these gifts of 
bread and wine. In eating and drink-
ing together may we be made one 
with Christ and with one another.   
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy king-
dom come;  thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever.    Amen. 
 
This is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive 
you but only say the word and I 
shall be healed. 
 
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 

We do not presume to come to 
this your Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteous-
ness, but in your manifold and 
great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under thy Table. But you 
are the same Lord, whose prop-
erty is always to have mercy: 
Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your 
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that our sinful 
bodies may be made clean by his 
body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell 
in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for those joining us on You 
Tube who are making their Spiritual 
Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the most Blessed 
Sacrament. I love You above `all 
things and I desire to receive you 
into my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive You sacramentally, come 
at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were 
already there, and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You.  Amen. 
 
The Distribution of Communion 
 
The chalice bearers today are: 
Peggy Stone and Peter Hodges 
COMMUNION HYMN 
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Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his 
blood. 
Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Saviour all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Saviour all the day long. 
 
Perfect communion, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my 
sight. 
Angels descending bring from 
above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
[Refrain] 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest. 
I in my Saviour am happy and 
blessed, 
watching and waiting, looking 
above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his 
love. [Refrain] 
 
THE POST COMMUNION 
PRAYER. 
Strengthen for service, Lord, the 
hands that have taken holy 
things; may the ears which have 
heard your word be deaf to 
clamour and dispute; may the 
tongues which have sung your 
praise be free from deceit; may 
the eyes which have seen the 

tokens of your love shine with the 
light of hope; and may the bodies 
which have been fed with your 
body be refreshed with the 
fullness of your life; glory to you 
for ever. Amen 
 
THE BLESSING 
God the Holy Trinity make you 
strong in faith and love, defend you 
on every side, and guide you in truth 
and peace; and the blessing 
…Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
 
 
HYMN  (PLEASE STAND IF YOU 
ARE ABLE) 
Judge eternal, throned in splendour, 
Lord of lords and King of kings, 
with thy living fire of judgment 
purge this realm of bitter things: 
solace all its wide dominion 
with the healing of thy wings. 
 
Still the weary folk are pining 
for the hour that brings release: 
and the city's crowded clangour 
cries aloud for sin to cease; 
and the homesteads and the 
woodlands 
plead in silence for their peace. 
 
Crown, O Lord, thine own 
endeavour; 
cleave our darkness with thy sword; 
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cheer the faint and feed the hungry 
with the richness of thy word; 
cleanse the body of this nation 
through the glory of the Lord. 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
May the divine assistance remain 
with us always. 
And with all our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. 
 
May the souls of the faithful de-
parted through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. And rise in glory.  
Amen.  
—————————————— 
 
We listen to the organ voluntary 
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NOTICES 
 
Compline - We celebrate a compline 
service on zoom each Wednesday 
at 6.00pm.  Please feel free to join 
us if you can. 
The Zoom link is:  Meeting ID: 457 
244 0784     Passcode: 5i1Uca 
 
Collection and Giving - A collection 
will be taken during this service. 
Please remember to use a Gift Aid 
envelope if you are a taxpayer. Also 
you may support the work of St 
Laurence Church by donating at the 
collection box or the online terminal 
at the exit. Additionally you may give 
to St Laurence Church via the QR 
code which can be found under 
Welcome tab and through a link 
under Giving. 
 
Sunday 10th August - Patronal Fes-
tival at 10am. Followed by a Bring 
Your Own Family Picnic in the 
churchyard. From 12 midday. 
 
Ride and Stride - This year 
marks the 40th anniversary of the 
annual Ride and Stride for 
Churches, raising money for the re-
pair and maintenance of historic 
Kent Churches. 
The event takes place on Saturday 
13th September and participants 
are encouraged to cycle or walk (or 
run) around Kent, visiting participat-
ing churches on the way and get-
ting sponsored for their efforts. If 
you are interested in taking part in 

this very worthwhile sponsored 
event, either by cycling, walking or 
manning our church on 
the day, please contact Felicity 
Robinson at church or on 
07871999536 for sponsorship 
forms or more details. Many thanks 
 
God, the Planet and Us is a short, 
online, evening course from St Au-
gustine's College of Theology, de-
signed to help ordinary Christians 
understand and navigate our eco-
logical and climate crisis. Find out 
more and book your place 
at https://staugustinescol-
lege.ac.uk/god-the-planet-and-us/ 
 
Is climate change a sign of end 
times? Is saving souls more im-
portant than saving spe-
cies? And do personal lifestyle 
choices matter? 
Join us for God, the Planet, and Us, 
a new online course by St Augus-
tine’s College of Theology. 

 

What will the course cover? 
Over five sessions, we will discuss 
subjects including: 

 Science 
 The Bible 
 Theological perspectives 
 Spirituality and action. 

When and where? 
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 Tuesday evenings, 16 Sep-
tember to 14 October 2025, 
7.30 to 9.00pm   Online, so 
you can join wherever you 
are in the world. 

  
God, the Planet, and Us costs just 
£50, with free places available for 
people facing economic disad-
vantage. The course is open to all 
 
 
AT YOUR SERVICE 
 
Vicar:   The Revd Canon Rodney 
Dreyer 
01580 754459 
 
Churchwardens  
Claire Roberts   01580 754374 
Liz Hatcher   01580 712099 
 
Assistants 
Lydeke Klein     01580 493732 
Ali Jones   01580 755705 
 
Safeguarding:    
Mrs Jane Cooper       
07825 044877 
 
Organists: 
Dr. Charlotte O’ Neill 
01580 753817 
Richard O’Neill 
01580 753817 


